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Sunday Worship Services 

Tradi+onal Worship - 8:30 am  

Modern Worship - 11:00 am  
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All Ages 

 

 

Mission Statement 

The mission of CCUMC  

is to make disciples  

of Jesus Christ. 
 

 

Vision Statement 

We will minister to  

over half of the people of  

Whitley County, IN. 
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From the Pastor’s DeskFrom the Pastor’s DeskFrom the Pastor’s DeskFrom the Pastor’s Desk    
 

 

 
 

 

              Welcome to 2018---a NEW YEAR!   
 

 

 

 I’m making a bold predic+on for your life this year.  Here it goes. Don’t miss it.   You are 

going to change this year.  Actually, that’s not a predic+on--it’s a guarantee!  We are going to 

change due to the influences we allow into our lives this year.  Perhaps that is good news to you 

because you desperately want to change.  The key ques�on is whether you will change this year 

on accident or on purpose. 

 

 Want a more accurate predic+on…just look to your past.  Momentum is a powerful force 

we must not ignore.  To an extent, momentum will keep you moving in the same direc+on you’ve 

been heading in the last year.   

 

 Yet there is another important principle that affects momentum.  If you are going up hill, 

momentum will slow down over +me; yet, when going downhill, momentum will increase.  That’s 

why it is so hard to lose one pound and so easy to gain five.  Growing takes constant effort.  Being 

out of shape takes no effort at all! 

 

 The Apostle Paul emphasized this when he wrote, “Make the most of every opportunity, 

because the days are evil” (Ephesians 5:16).  No+ce “days” are not described as good or even neu-

tral.   The world we live in does not make using +me wisely an easy choice.  It is truly an uphill 

baJle to not miss an opportunity.  If you have been following Jesus in the past year, you’re going 

to have to work just as hard to do it again this year.  The opposite is also true.  If you’ve been pro-

cras+na+ng, or lazy, or unproduc+ve in the last year, then downward trajectory will only pick up 

momentum.   Paul says in effect--don’t miss any good opportunity.   Not only will you never get 

that moment back, you have a good shot at missing the next one as well. 

 

 This January we are going to emphasize the disciplined life of following Christ on purpose.  

It takes a conscious choice with much grace and great effort to grow.    

 

So…Happy New Year!  Everybody will change this year--why not change on purpose? 
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For prayer needs during the week, please contact Karen 

Bucher (244-6603) or Linda Sevier (244-6583). 

**If you or a family member is hospitalized or having a 

medical procedure performed, please let the church  

office (244-7671) know. 

 
 

Micheal Krider & family, Micheal’s grandfather, Richard 

Krider, passed away on November 19 and his grandmother, 

C. Joan Krider, passed away on December 17. 

 

Mark Parker & Family, Mark’s father, Don Parker, passed 

away on December 6.  In our prayers are Don’s daughter, 

Rev. Julie Macy & family; his grandchildren, Adam Parker    

& family, Aaron Parker & family, Andrew Parker & Alex   

Parker. 

 
 

Con�nued Prayers for…... 

 Don Pequignot 

 Dale & Marge Pence 

 Frances Brown 

 Eileen Cira 

 Mary Jane Peeler 

 Be'y Beard  

 Pastor Fred Stayton & family 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Support Group 

 

Location: 605 N. Forest Parkway,  

Columbia City, IN 

 

Meeting:  2nd Monday of each  

month, 6:30 PM in the  

Asbury Room (Lower Level) 
 

For additional info please  

   contact Jon Gotz          

(260.503.9459)  

    or Helpline for  

Alzheimer’s Association 

1.800.292.3900 

 

In the Dust of the Rabbi 
 

We are called to be Christ’s disciples  

and to make disciples.   

 

So, what’s a disciple?   

Here’s a clue: the word disciple sure seems to look a lot 

like the word discipline. 

 

Discipline is an unpopular word in our society.  We want 

to re+re in style without saving and rock hard abdominals 

in eight minutes.  We want to be the star without prac+c-

ing and straight A’s without studying.   

 

So, what makes us believe we can be a disciple of Jesus 

without discipline? 

 

Here are some passages to study in prepara+on for our 

+mes together: 

 

MaJhew 28:18-20  MaJhew 8:18-22 

MaJhew 9:9-13   MaJhew 7:21 

MaJhew 16:21-27 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Record of  Our  

Worship Service  A"endances  
 

Nov. 26 

8:30 AM         207 11:00 AM       164 
 

Dec. 3 

8:30 AM         214 11:00 AM       190 
 

Dec. 10 

8:30 AM         238 11:00 AM       161 
 

Dec. 17 

8:30 AM         260 11:00 AM       269 
 



 

 

 23 JeaneJe Rohrer 

  Daniel Sherbahn 

  Paul Shoda 

 24 Dave Sewell 

 26 Jan Boggs 

  Mary Bolinger 

  Valerie Rouch 

 27 Allison Minier 

  Marilee York 

 28 Joy Crowder 

  Talya Moore  

 29 Marilene Addison 

  John Fitzpatrick 

 30 Kelsie Peterson 

 31 Michael Aldredge 

  Marilyn Drew 

  Ryan Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

January 
 1 Pat Foy 

  Margaret Hun+ne 

  Laura Lefever 

 2 Mike Rush 

 3 Marilyn Stetzel 

 4 Amos BoJles 

  Bill Jones 

 5 Daniel Hartman 

 6 Jill Daniel 

  Lavon NesbiJ 

  Emily Romine 

  Zachary Taylor 

 7 Tyler Mosher 

  Cheryl Stayton 

 8 Mike Engle 

  Ron McQueen 

  Tammy Taylor 

 10 Ben Parry-Lemon 

 12 Joyce Beck 

  Aubree Krider 

  Carol Kyler 

  Jana Reeg 

 13 Toban Chapman 

  Megan Kissinger 

  Terri Peterson 

 14 Tim Buchanan 

  Lynda Jones 

  Bill Paulus 

  Cheryl Stanley 

 15 Madison Goodwin 

 16 Sam Lipply 

  Madison Parker 

 17 Kassendre Andorfer 

 18 Macie Minier 

 19 ScoJ Fudge 

 20 Kathy Carr 

  Dane Drew 

 21 Kevin Ousley 

  Abigail Stanford 

 22 Gage Coyle 

  Marilyn Fry 

  Kyle Weigold 

  

 

 

 
 

 

Dear CCUMC Family and Friends, 

I am much overdue with my hearTelt 

thanks for your many expressions     

of concern, prayers and cards when     

I had my shoulder replacement.  I 

would also like to say a special, 

“Thanks,” to Pastor Fred for his pre 

and post visits and prayers on behalf 

of each situa+on.  Prayer, faith and 

trust are great companions and even 

more so in the ‘bumps we take in 

life’.  I have been blessed.  It has been 

a rough year, but God is faithful and 

has been beside us in every situa+on.  

It behooves us to keep ‘in touch with 

Him.  He wants to be our strength.  

Thanks so much and Happy Holidays 

to all. 

Carolyn Parnell 

 

 

Dear CCUMC Family, 

Thanks so much to all who prepared 

the delicious Thanksgiving dinner and 

for the “extras” in the decorated box-

es.  Thanks, too, to Notes of Hope for 

the wonderful cards.  They are all 

special and we certainly enjoy them.  

We have a wonderful church family—

thanks to all for your thoughts and 

prayers.  Blessings to all.  

Tom & Marilyn Drew 

 

 

Dear CCUMC, 

Thank You to all those who gave giW 

cards to Bashor Home.  We received 

$1,515.00 in a variety of giW cards.  

Thank you, Chick Harker for delivering 

the giW cards to Bashor Home. 

 

Missions Commi'ee 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

TO EACH OF YOU! 
If your name is not listed or is 

incorrect, please call the church 

office with the correct informa+on. 



January 2018 

    

Faith, Food & FellowshipFaith, Food & FellowshipFaith, Food & FellowshipFaith, Food & Fellowship    
Wednesday Evening Meal Menu 

 
January 10 

Baked Steak, Mashed Potatoes, 

Green Beans & Dessert 

 

January 17 

Soups & Bread 

Dessert 

 

January 24 

Chicken Cordon Bleu Casserole, 

Scalloped Pineapple, Salad 

& Dessert 

 

January 31 

Apple Glazed Pork Loin, 

Roasted Potatoes, Vegetable, 

Salad & Dessert 

 
REMINDER - Please make your reserva�on for the meal by 

Monday (at 12 noon) of the week of the meal. 

 

 
 

 
Sign up for 

2018 Altar Flowers 

 
 

A sign-up chart for the 2018 Altar Flowers is on the  

bulle+n board across from the elevator (upper level).   

The flower arrangements on Sunday morning are $30.00 

and are fresh flowers.  They may be placed in memory,  

in honor, or just because .  A line will be printed in the 

bulle+n each Sunday.  Reserve your Sunday now.  
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Weather Related Weather Related Weather Related Weather Related     

Church ClosingsChurch ClosingsChurch ClosingsChurch Closings    
 

Monday through Saturday 
If Whitley County issues a 

  

The Church Building will be CLOSED.   
ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES or MINISTRIES  

are CANCELLED 
 

IF Whitley County is on a 

Advisory and  

Whitley County Consolidated Schools are CLOSED  

or dismissed early 
 

ALL CHURCH ACTIVITIES or MINISTRIES  

are CANCELLED 

The Church Building & ChildCare is OPEN 
 

You can find the travel advisory map on 

hJp://www.in.gov/dhs/traveladvisory/ 

 
 

Sunday Worship  

& Sunday Evening Ac�vi�es 
We will be CLOSED at 

   

     

Look for cancella+on no+ces on our  

website www.columbiacityumc.org 

and we will no+fy WBCL (FM 90.3) radio sta+on,  

TV Sta+ons: WANE TV 15 & Channel 21 & 33 

 and we will post informa+on on our Facebook page. 
 

Receive up-to-date informa+on on  

what is happening at  

Columbia City United Methodist 

Church on our Facebook page! 
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Children 3 yrs. old through 5th grade will par+cipate       

in Bible stories, hands-on projects, light snacks and 

movement each Wednesday night.  The first session of 

City Kids PM will have children exploring their crea+vity 

and uniqueness in Christ’s  image. 

 

 

 

Youth that are 6
th

 grade to 12
th

 grade will be engaging in 

discussions and taking a journey through the stories of 

the Bible.  They will discover a God who has something 

to say to us. 
 

Other Small Groups during the week 
Monday Morning Discussion Group 

Are you interested in fellowship and subject-oriented 

Bible Study?  If so, this ladies group is for you.   

The group will be discussing the book We Saved You a 

Seat by Lisa-Jo Baker.   In today’s busy world, we’re 

wired to appear “fine,” warding off authen+city and 

shielding ourselves from judgment. We hide behind the 

hum of busyness to escape in+mate friendships with the 

women God has placed in our lives. But we do want a 

seat at the table. We yearn for authen+c rela+onships 

and the opportunity to be the opposite of “fine” with 

people who cheer for us. But comparison, envy, and   

en+tlement oWen stop us from pulling out a chair at the 

table. Friendship can be hard, making new friends even 

harder, and maintaining genuine friendship the hardest 

of all.  Sandy Thomas & Judy Moeller will be leading the 

class.  They meet on Monday’s at 9:00 am at the church.   
 

Tuesday Bible Study 

Never made it through the Bible?  Join Pastor Fred and 

his class to travel through the Bible and Biblical lands.  

They meet on Tuesdays at 9:00 am in the Galilee Room. 
 

Soul Sisters 

This ladies group meets on Sunday’s at 5:00 pm at Deb 

Minier’s home.  The group will start on January 15,      

studying Experiencing God.  The group has discussions,      

prayers and enjoy one another's fellowship.  Erin Fudge 

leads this group. 

Wednesday Evenings 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

ADULT SMALL GROUPS 

 

Financial Peace University 

This class will have nine lessons on money management 

taught by America’s most trusted financial guru, Dave 

Ramsey.  Dave and his teaching team will walk you 

through the basics of budge+ng, dumping debt, planning 

for the future and much more through videos and work-

books.  And now you can experience this life-changing 

class the way that’s best for you: with other people in a 

local group.  Pastor Fred Stayton will be leading the class.  

The first twenty couples/singles will be offered a reduced 

class fee.   
 

 

Bible Study 

The class will be studying the book of Romans.  You will 

only need your Bible in this class.  The class leader will be 

Rev. Marilyn Gebert. 
 

 

Anxious for Nothing: Finding Calm in a Chao�c 

World 

Anxiety is at an all +me high, but there’s a prescrip+on for 

dealing with it.  Max Lucado’s book invites readers into a 

study of Phillippians 4:6-7 where the Apostle Paul admon-

ishes the followers of Christ, “Do not be anxious about 

anything...”  Alan & Jan Boggs will be leading the class.  

There will be a book to purchase. 
 

 

In S�tches 

S+ch, quilt and fellowship with friends before the meal.  

This group meets from 2 pm - 4 pm in the Jerusalem 

Room. 
 

Sign-up for any of these classes  

by contac�ng the church office  

or marking the back of Sunday’s Connec�on Card. 

 

Meal   5:30—6:15 PM 

Praise & Worship Band 6:00 - 6:15 PM 

City Kids PM  6:15—7:30 PM 

City Student Ministry 6:15—7:30 PM 

Adult Groups  6:15—7:30 PM 



 In 2017, the Columbia City United Methodist Women 

have been able to distribute $1,650 in year-end giWs to 

local missions.  These giWs include. 

 

$450 to Troy Center educa+on program 

$250 to the Senior Pak Program 

$150 to CCUMC ChildCare Scholarships 

$150 to CCUMC Bus Ministry 

$150 to The Center for Whitley County Youth 

$200 to Helpline for energy assistance 

$100 to Grace Lutheran Food Pantry 

$100 to Victory Chris+an Fellowship Food Pantry 

$100 to St. Paul’s Food Pantry 

 

These giWs supplement the giW of $1,062 awarded earlier 

in the year by UMW Tabitha Circle from its earnings from 

the sale of soup and subs for Super Bowl weekend and 

the sale of pies for Thanksgiving.  This makes a total of 

$2,711 in local giving for women, children, and youth for 

2017. 

 

These giWs are also in addi+on to $2,593 provided to     

the district office for na+onal and interna+onal missions 

in 2017 and $580 provided the Lucille Raines halfway 

house in Indianapolis, which is owned by Indiana United 

Methodist Women. 

 

 

 
 

 

United Methodist Women News 
 

Circle Mee�ngs 
 

Rebecca  January 18, 9:30 am 

  Hostess: Julia Hayes 

  Devo+ons: Dee Green 

  Mee+ng in the Jericho Room 

  at the church.   
 

Phoebe  January 18, 1:30 pm 

  Hostess: Nancy Dorman 

  Devo+ons: Norma Ramsey 

  Program: Evelyn Stemen 

  Mee+ng in the Jericho Room  

                             at the church.   
 

Tabitha  January 21, 5:00 pm 

  Mee+ng in the Koinonia Room 

  at the church. 
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 One of the pivotal events in my faith 

journey has been par+cipa+ng in the small group study 

called, “Experiencing God” and then going on to facili-

tate that study for others.  It is a game changer for the 

person desiring a deeper walk with Jesus. In the course 

of the 12 week study, there is an exercise for the student 

known as “spiritual markers”.  I remember doing this for 

the first +me as Alan Boggs led our small group. The idea 

was to look back over your life to see the hand of God at 

work in your life circumstances, rela+onships, decisions. 

I noted 26 “God” observa+ons in my earliest wri+ng in 

July, 2001, and have added numerous markers since that 

date. I was surprised to note that some of my classmates 

struggled to come up with a handful of events. For me, it 

was an exercise in looking for God at work and finding 

no shortage of evidence!  

 

 The first spiritual marker I wrote down required 

no decision on my part; it was all about my address as    

a newborn infant: right next door to the Methodist      

parsonage, which was next door to the Methodist 

Church! My very first pastor of memory, H. Earl Moore, 

displayed such grace to me when I, at age 4 or so, pulled 

up his fledgling garden plants, went to his door and tried 

to sell him his very own unripened vegetables. I think he 

took me home to my mother to let her know she had a 

juvenile delinquent for a daughter, but he was ever so 

kind and dodged the desire to skin me alive! 

 

 The next recorded spiritual marker was another  

God-coincidence: the George and Eva Wickes family 

moved in across the street from our family.  My family 

was unchurched, but theirs was one of those ‘every +me 

the church doors open, a member of the Wickes family  

is going through it’.  I oWen went through the church 

doors with daughter Georgeanne or climbed trees with 

son Brad, ate meals around their table where long pray-

ers of thanks preceded taking the first bite.  Some+mes   

I was in the family circle when the family had evening 

devo+ons. While I came from a fine family, theirs had a 

facet I hadn’t witnessed before. It was the Wickes family 

who took me to a Billy Graham crusade in Indianapolis, 

who chaperoned MYF trips and camp-outs at BaJle 

Ground campground. They went halfway around the  
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world to adopt physically handicapped children made 

orphans during the Korean War, because Korean babies 

whose fathers were American GI’s were shunned or 

abused in their na+ve land. They facilitated the adop+on 

of two other such children for their neighbors, the Mans-

fields, who lived next door. Man, I was surrounded by 

Chris+ans, and they were huge seed-planters for Jesus! 

 

 Less than a week ago, I was privileged to be part 

of the resurrec+on celebra+on at the Dayton UMC for 

Eva Wickes. It was much more than a sweet stroll down 

memory lane for me. Much of the crowd there were 

members of the Lay Witness Mission, a movement which 

George helped to launch many years ago. It s+ll exists 

under the name Aldersgate Ministries, I believe.  

The tes+monies from members of this group were 

astounding. Members of the church told of Eva’s con-

stant prayers for them, and how much they counted on 

them. The current pastor, Mike Dominick, told how Eva 

had prayed for George to have “Holy Boldness” in his 

witness. The Holy Spirit came through on that prayer,     

if the tes+monies of the people gathered in that church 

are to be believed!  

 

 As I sat there, I witnessed the ripple effect of 

two lives, dedicated to the Truth.  And I realized that I 

was one of those ripples and am expected to make that 

ripple keep growing ever larger. Eva died at age 97; her 

suffering was great in her final years spent in a nursing 

facility. Her son Brian, a pastor, told of his final visit with 

her. She was in bed in the late morning, resis+ng ge\ng 

up, resis+ng ea+ng or drinking, lying s+ll with her back to 

the room, her face to the wall. To Brian’s eyes, his moth-

er was the picture of dejec+on, of succumbing to death. 

And then a he heard a sound from that bed: Eva was 

singing an old camp song she loved,  the first line of 

which was, “I’ve got the sunshine of Jesus in my soul”.  

Hard +mes come. Suffering comes. But she was s+ll look-

ing  beyond the storm clouds to the sunshine of her Sav-

ior in her soul.   

 

 There are many spiritual markers in life. Not all 

are easily recognized, but with the assistance of the Holy 

Spirit, you can discover them and be grateful for them. 

Some involve other people’s plan+ng of seeds of faith in 

your life. It is a good and righteous thing to praise God 

for this, and to thank those people, if they are s+ll here, 

for their goodness in your faith journey.   

 

 

Jesus Loves Me, This I Know… 
 
Written by Terry Goodwin 



 

January Events and Mee�ngs 

 
5-6 9:00 pm - 8:00 am - High School Youth Lock-In 

6  9:00 am - FCJ—Small Church Training  

 (Conference Mee-ng) 

7  4:00 pm - W.C. Community Christmas Mee+ng 

8  5:30 pm - Newcomers Comm. Mee+ng  

 5:30 pm - Membership Nurture Comm. Mee+ng 

 6:00 pm - Finance CommiJee Mee+ng 

 6:30 pm - Alzheimers Support Group 

 7:30 pm - Church Council Mee+ng 

9     11:00 am - UMW Execu+ve Mee+ng 

 6 :00 pm - ChildCare Teachers Mee+ng 

12-13 9:00 pm - 7:00 am - Middle School Youth Lock-In 

13 9:00 am - 4th & 5th Grade Bible Retreat 

15 6:30 pm - Trustees Mee+ng 

16 6:00 pm - ChildCare Board Mee+ng 

18  FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

 9:30 am - UMW Rebecca Circle Mee+ng 

 10:00 am - 4:00 pm RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

 1:30 pm - UMW Phoebe Circle Mee+ng 

21 5:00 pm - UMW Tabitha Circle Mee+ng 

22 6:30 pm - C.R.E.W. Mee+ng 

27 4:00 pm - “Wonder-ful” - Family Event Program 
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   Calendar 
Regular Weekly Events 
 

Mondays: 
9 am   Monday Morning Discussion Group 

6:15 pm Handbell prac+ce 

6:30 pm DivorceCare  

6:30 pm Private Group Mee+ng  

  (2nd & 4th Mondays) 

 

Tuesdays: 
9 am  Bible Study 

6:30 pm Stephen Ministry Mee+ng 

  (2nd & 4th Tuesdays) 

 

Wednesdays: 
11:30 am - 12:30 pm Mid-Week Meal 

2 pm  In S+tches 

5:30 pm Triple F - meal 

6:00 pm Praise & Worship 

6:15 pm City Kids PM 

6:15 pm  City Kids Student Ministry 

6:15 pm Adult Small Group Classes 

 

Thursdays: 
6:30 pm Choir Prac+ce 

 

Sundays: 
8:30 am Worship  

9:45 am Sunday School 

11:00 am Worship 

5:00 pm Soul Sisters 

Coming in February 2018 
 

4 - Soup & Sub Sales by UMW Tabitha Circle 

14 - Ash Wednesday 

 

Walking Area Hours 
 

Monday - Friday 

8:00 am - 4:00 pm 
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Mission Project of the Month 
 
 

Work Teams 
 

This fund is designed to assist people from our church who are  

interested in joining work teams in our local area or with Red Bird      

Mission, and UMCOR - Hurricane Relief or Haiti. 

 

Please support this fund as members of our congregation strive 

to serve our Lord. 

 

Thanks for your Thanks for your Thanks for your Thanks for your     
Support!Support!Support!Support!    

 
Don’t Forget the Food Pantry carts  

as they continue to be a yearly mission project. 
Carts are located on upper and lower level of 

church. 

Publica�on Deadlines 

Ar+cles for CCUMC CONNECTION are due no later than 12 noon on the deadline date. 
  

The next CCUMC CONNECTION deadline for news will be February 18 

 

Bulle�n Informa�on 

is due no later than 12 noon on Wednesday. 

 

Email: 

Bulle+n & NewsleJer informa+on:  office@columbiacityumc.org 

 

CCUMC CONNECTION Online or by E-Mail 
 

See the latest and past issues of the CCUMC CONNECTION at 

hJp://www.columbiacityumc.org/page/newsleJer 

 

The CCUMC CONNECTION can be e-mailed to you.   

E-mail the church office at office@columbiacityumc.org to request it by e-mail. 
 

 


