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Mission Statement 

The mission of CCUMC  

is to make disciples  

of Jesus Christ. 
 

 

Vision Statement 

We will minister to  

over half of the people of  

Whitley County, IN. 
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Dear Church Family, 

 

This month, in honor of Mother’s Day, I will be beginning a message series en+tled,        

 “Rated PG—Parental Guidance Suggested.”   

 

Everyone needs a li@le guidance.  In my case, I needed a lot of guidance!  When it comes   

to raising children, the job takes tons of dedica+on and lots of years.  You cannot get by with only    

a half-hearted approach and you can’t get by only doing it part of the +me.  Every moment is an     

opportunity to teach and to love.  

 

If you don’t do your job in raising your kids, someone else will have to do it for you---either 

a teacher, a coach, a spouse, a principal, an employer, or a judge!  In fact, in our culture, most of us 

have two jobs, the one that pays the bills and this second job of re-paren+ng someone else’s kids. 

Think about the number of hours and the amount of energy you spend in your lives dealing with   

the lack of paren+ng in our society.   

 

You have heard the phrase, “It takes a village to raise a child.”  Ideally though, it takes a   

parent, not a village.  It is never in the child’s best interest to leave the job of paren+ng up to     

someone else.  Here is the hard truth; each +me someone other than a parent has to train a child,  

it costs the child and it costs other children.  When a teacher has to train a child how to behave   

rather than how to add or subtract, it costs the whole classroom.  When a judge has to discipline     

a young adult because his parents didn’t discipline them as a child, it costs taxpayers.  When a     

marriage falls apart because a spouse has never grown up, it costs a family.  When a boss has         

to  fire an employee because they will not show up on +me, it costs both the employee and the 

company. Everyone loses when parents don’t train their children. 

 

Yet, that is the state of our society.  We have a paren+ng problem and it is showing up in our 

schools, our factories, our sports teams, and our courthouses.  All of us have two jobs—the one that 

pays the bills and the job of re-paren+ng which changes everything.  You may have raised your own 

children and believe your job is done.  However, our job is not done.  Look around you.  Perhaps 

there is a child in your life that needs an adult to guide them.  

 

It’s an honor to be your pastor! 

 

 



May MessagesMay MessagesMay MessagesMay Messages    
 

May 6       Guilt--GeHng Rid of the IOU Mentality 

   Ma	hew 5: 23-24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 13       Mother’s Day 

       Rated PG - Parental Guidance Suggested 

 

May 20      Gradua�on Sunday  

      The Two Absolute Essen+als of Paren+ng 

   Hebrews 12: 4-12 

 

May 27      Work and Rest      

        Genesis 1-2 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

May 2018 Page 3 

 

For prayer needs during the week, please contact Karen 

Bucher (244-6603) or Linda Sevier (244-6583). 

**If you or a family member is hospitalized or having a 

medical procedure performed, please let the church  

office (244-7671) know. 

 
 

Bob Johnson, was in the hospital and home recupera+ng.  

 

Be	y Bell, was in the hospital and home recupera+ng. 

 

Philip & Linda Hyndman’s Family, Philip’s brother,  

Brian Hyndman passed away on April 12. 

 

Jeanne	e Rohrer, had hip surgery and hope recupera+ng. 

 

Miriam Williams, was in the hospital and home  

recupera+ng. 

 

Mary Myers, is in the hospital. 

 

 

 

 

 

Con�nued Prayers for…... 

 Pauline Sco	 

 Conni Lobsiger 

 Pauline Bruch 

 Cynthia Russell 

 Dale & Marge Pence 

 Frances Brown 

 Mary Jane Peeler 

 Be	y Beard  

   

 

 

  

 
 

 

Record of  Our  
Worship Service  Attendances  

 

April 1 - Easter 

8:30 AM 274 11:00 AM 281 
 

April 8 

8:30 AM 221 11:00 AM 168     
 

April 15 

8:30 AM 178 11:00 AM        169 
 

April 22 

8:30 AM          192 11:00 AM        154 
 



 

Dear CCUMC Family, 

It is so nice to be a part and mem-

ber of a church that is so loving and 

suppor+ve in the +me of need.  I 

could not have done this alone 

without all the prayers and concern 

from such a wonderful group of 

Chris+an people.  I want to thank 

the Flock Class for providing the 

food during the visita+on services 

for Gene L. Geiger.  Also, want to 

thank those for the home visits, the 

casserole given to me, and others 

who brought food into the home 

and the contribu+ons given to the 

church in loving memory of Gene.  

Last but not least, we want to thank 

Pastor Fred for all his prayers and 

visits while in the home, hospital 

and Hospice Home.  The family and 

I also want to thank him for the 

wonderful church funeral service 

he provided.  God bless you all!! 

Pauline Bruch & 

The Gene L. Geiger Family 

 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 

I want to thank all of you who sent 

cards, came to the visita+on or    

funeral.  Thanks to all who brought 

food, water, etc.  The hugs were 

great too.  This church is such a 

blessing.  All the prayers were much 

appreciated.  This whole process 

from the church people was like a 

well oiled machine.  It was amazing.  

I’m so glad we had almost three 

yrs. Here.  Kim felt very much at 

home.  Thank you all for that. 

Love, 

Conni Lobsiger 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 27 Gloria Phegley 

  Lauren Webber 

 29 Parker Hensley 

  Eric Marty 

  Isaac Stayton 

 30 Levi Garau 

 31 Vanessa Darley 

  Jacob English 

  Evelyn Fisher 

To Our Church Family, 

Thank you all so much for the many 

prayers sent our family’s way during 

my recent heart surgery.  The out-

pouring of love and support has   

certainly been felt by us all.  I have 

so appreciated the mul+tude of 

cards that have been sent by so 

many with words of hope and      

encouragement for my recovery.   

A special thanks to Pastor Fred      

and Jerilyn Geiger for visi+ng and 

praying with me while I was in the 

hospital.  We are truly blessed with 

a wonderful church family! 

Love, 

Steve, Cindy, Nathan, Parker 

& Hayden Baker 

 

To all my CCUMC Family, 

Thanks for the cards, prayers, visits 

from Pastor Fred and Jerilyn Geiger, 

and meal from Nurturing Neighbors.  

You all have helped so much to help 

me heal from surgery.  I hope to be 

out and about soon.   God bless you 

all! 

In His Name,  

Sandra Fisher 

 

 

 

May 
 1 Irene Fesler 

  John Marty 

  Cynthia Russell 

 2 Beverly Henley 

  Andrew Mills 

 3 Pam Koch 

 4 April Snyder 

 6 Isabelle HaPield 

  Sydney Pequignot 

  Lyn Yoder 

 7 Doug Mosher 

 8 Evan Fudge 

  Troy Snyder 

 9 Dean Bowman 

  Derek Coyle 

  DeAnna Fireoved 

 11 Bill Koch 

  Dick Kyler 

 12 Todd Frickey 

  Lesley Keirn 

 13 June Niccum 

 14 Leslie Gamble 

  Danica Harrold 

  Jason Sauder 

  Hannah Stayton 

 15 Rick Yenser 

 16 Nick Paulus 

 17 Peg Conrad 

  Pat Stanford 

 19 Paul Borries 

 20 Marcia Clupper 

  Caleb English 

  Connie Sewell 

  Anna Weigold 

 22 Geneva Crosby 

  Easton Grigsby 

  Liam Mar+n 

 23 Jerilyn Geiger 

  L.G. Whetstone 

 25 Pat Murphy 

  Jarre@ Ragan 

  Lydia Stayton 

  Alayna Trier 

  Reegan Yoder 

 27 Frances Brown 

  Trudy Lipply 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

TO EACH OF YOU! 
If your name is not listed or is 

incorrect, please call the church 

office with the correct informa+on. 
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Thursday, May 3Thursday, May 3Thursday, May 3Thursday, May 3    
Please join the  

Whitley County Na+onal Day of Prayer Commi@ee  

for a COMPLIMENTARY BREAKFAST 

7:00 am 

at Grace Lutheran Church 

Please RSVP by calling Suzie Langohr (229-1037) or email 

how many will be a@ending to sdlangohr@gmail.com 

12:00 pm 

The Whitley County Ministerial Associa+on will lead a 

prayer service at the Courthouse Gazebo. 

The service will be done by 1 pm. 

Various pastors from the community will lead in prayer. 

The public is invited to join them in prayer there. 

6:30 pm 

The Whitley County Na+onal Day of Prayer commi@ee is 

organizing the “Hands Around the Courthouse” event.  

Meet to worship at the Community of Hope Church, 

208 W Jackson Street, Columbia City 

(north of the Post Office). 

Then those present will go to the Courthouse to pray for 

our community and our country. 

 

Attention ! 
Graduates  

or parents of Graduates 
 

Gradua+on for college and high school is coming, and 

CCUMC would like to recognize our graduates during  

services on Sunday, May 20
th

.  If we missed someone 

with our mailing, let us know by calling the church office  

or emailing the office at office@columbiacityumc.org 

We know the hard work it takes, and we want to           

celebrate your achievement! We will be recognizing 

both high school and college graduates, so make sure 

we get your informa+on by May 14.       

 

Grief 
Support 
Group 

 

Have you experienced a death of a loved one?   

Do you find yourself at a loss?  Do you wonder how other 

people get through this?  A new support group will begin 

on Thursday, May 3.  Everyone at one +me will experi-

ence grief, yet it is personal for each one.  There is no 

right or wrong way to grieve, but having support from 

those who have also experienced the death of a loved 

one can be helpful.  Debby Minier and Jan Boggs will      

facilitate this group with the hope that others will join 

them.  The premise of this support group is that it will   

“be a safe place to express feelings and experience       

without judgement or advice.” 
 

The support group will meet on the first and third  

Thursdays, beginning on May 3 from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

in Room #206. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

June 4 - 8 
8:30 am - 12 pm (K-8th grades) 

(12:45 pm - 2 pm for 4th - 8th Grades ONLY) 
 

$45 per camper 
Add $30 per camper for any family  

with more than one child par+cipa+ng. 

 

Children ages 5 - 14 and of all skill levels or special needs 

are welcome.  Campers will enjoy a variety of ac+vi+es 

including singing, dance, visual arts, drama, and rhythm 

instruments, as well as learning what it means to lead 

and express themselves with the giTs they have been 

given.   Registra�on Forms are on the City Kids carts, 

church office or Welcome Centers.  



 

 

 

United Methodist Women News 
 

Circle Mee�ngs 
 

Rebecca   

May 17,   9:30 am 

Hostess: Marilyn Drew 

Devo+ons: Judy Kissinger 

Program: Julia Hayes 

Mee+ng in the Café at the church.   
 

Phoebe   

May 17, 1:30 pm 

Hostess: Barbara Gillman 

Devo+ons: Sharon Kimmel 

Program: Nancy Souers  

Mee+ng in the Café  at the church.   
 

Tabitha   

May 20, 5:00 pm 

Hostess: Carolyn Hile 

Devo+ons: Melissa Markley  

Mee+ng in the Café at the church. 

 

 

 

UMW Special Recognition 
 

Barbara Gillman was honored by the Columbia City 

United Methodist Women with special recogni+on at 

their Spring Social on March 18.  The ac+vi+es of 

UMW include funeral dinners, Mother, Daughter & 

Friend Banquet, Rummage Sale & Bake Sale, and the 

Cookie & Candy Sale.  At any and all of these events, 

Barbara is willing to do anything and everything 

needed.  Barbara received a pin and a cer+ficate of 

recogni+on.   
 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

May 8, 6:00 pm 

Mother, Daughter & Friend Banquet 

Meal and Entertainment in the Worship Center. 
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Euchre Night 
Results 

 

On Saturday, April 20, sixteen teams played several 

rounds of Euchre and had a great +me !!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

First Place Team - Ron Moeller & Ron Berry 

(Ron & Ron won 2
nd

 year in a row) 
 

Most Loaners - Evelyn Stemen....2
nd

 year in a row 

 

See you all next year for Euchre Night !!! 
 

 

 

      

 

 

 

Thanks, Mom! 

At his gradua+on, a young man tasked with 

giving a speech began reading from some 

notes. “I want to talk about my mother and 

the wonderful influence she had on my 

life,” he said. “She’s a shining example of 

parenthood, and I love her more than 

words can ever do jus+ce.”  

 

The graduate then paused, appeared to 

struggle a moment and looked up at the 

audience with a mischievous smile. “It’s 

really hard to read my mom’s handwri+ng,” 

he said. 
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yellow, not really yellow, orange, not quite orange, 

brown and some other mixture of brown yellow and 

orange.  People mostly have a palm tree and some 

shrubbery. Have you got the picture? It’s beau+ful 

there, but most streets resemble each other in name 

and appearance.   Perhaps you can see where I might be 

going with this. Yes, aTer walking for quite awhile, and 

talking a blue streak, nothing was looking familiar to 

Debbie, but she hadn’t quite confessed that to me.            

I began to confess to her that I needed to sit down for a 

bit, and we found a bench. She men+oned she wasn’t 

really familiar with this “new part” of the addi+on, and     

I believed her right away! Along came a senior ci+zen 

lady on a bicycle. Our hero, disguised as a cyclist!          

We hailed her, and asked if she knew for sure where   

Sorrento Ave was. Yes, we had passed it quite awhile 

ago.  ATer retracing our steps for a few blocks, we sud-

denly found ourselves at the entrance to her street. 

Piece of cake! It was our best laugh of the whole week, 

and sort of at Debbie’s expense, but she was good-

natured about it!  I thought about that a great deal later 

in the day.  In fact, she had her phone with her, and in 

fact, so did I! Now tell me, what iPhone 7 doesn’t have a 

GPS installed in it that will tell you in a flash exactly 

where you are? My iPhone would have directed me 

home had I thought to consult it. 
 

It made me think about God, and how many +mes I fail 

to consult Him when I am lost. He promised never to 

leave nor forsake me, yet I choose, more oTen than not, 

to blunder about, wai+ng un+l I’ve exhausted myself 

before remembering to reach out to Him, praise Him for 

his constant lovingkindness, for lending His strength 

when mine is in such short supply. GeHng lost in one’s 

own neighborhood is possible, and makes a funny story. 

It’s one that Debbie and I will razz each other about for  

a long +me. I sincerely hope it also serves as a great  

reminder of just how available that perfect GPS (God’s 

Personal Support) really is. 
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This and that. 

Part of making the Chris+an walk ‘do-able’ boils 

down to discipline. Some people are be@er at 

this than others. Put me in the ‘others’ category 

most of the +me. But there is always a blessing involved 

in priori+zing +me with Jesus at the very start of the day. 

Always. Today was no excep+on.  I sat next  to Jesus at 

the end of the breakfast bar aTer listening to “Blessed 

Assurance” on YouTube.  I thanked Him for yet another 

day and asked Him if he had a word for me.   Immediate-

ly, the word ‘encourage’ came to me.  I said, “That was 

quick!” A special friend of mine, named Candy, is the 

champion encourager of my life.  It is absolutely her giT, 

and she is so liberal in passing it out to others. And so, I 

began to pray for Candy. It had been quite awhile since 

we had been in touch, and even longer since we had 

seen each other in person. Less than two hours later, I 

received a text from her, asking how things were going 

and telling me she missed and loved me! (Didn’t I tell 

you she’s an encourager?)  

Thus, we had a cyber-chat and got caught up. I learned 

of some medical issues she was having and was able to 

encourage her as well as provide some ques+ons for her 

to think about before seeing the doctor next month.   

As we cyber-parted, she said to me, “Isn’t God just SO 

good!” I couldn’t agree more.  
 

GPS alert.  

It seems like eons ago that I went to Florida to see my 

friends Debbie and Mike, but in fact it was only one 

month ago. I have to admit, I expected the Florida      

sunshine to come home with me in my suitcase, but     

apparently I dropped it somewhere over Tennessee.     

But I digress. A funny thing happened while Debbie       

and I were taking a walk around her gated community 

one day. We had taken a route around a small lake the 

previous day, and I wondered aloud if we might go the 

opposite direc+on, and she stated she was pre@y sure 

she could guide us around the other side of the neigh-

borhood. Now, let me preface the next remarks with a 

li@le background informa+on: the community consists    

of streets named for places in Italy, I think. They have 

roman+c names like Verona and Sorrento and that sort 

of thing. Most all of the homes are duplexes except 

some two-story buildings. Every other house has a gar-

age facing either the street or facing the neighbor’s  

house.  There are only 4 colors of houses, and (frankly) 

they are similar, subtle adobe-looking colors like       

CCUMC Connection 

Jesus Loves Me, This I Know… 
 

Written by Terry Goodwin 
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May Events and Mee�ngs 

 

2 6:00 pm - Preschool Spring Program  

 6:15 pm - Student Ministries - Couches 
 

3            6:30 pm - Grief Support Group 
 

6     2:00 pm - Youth Amazing Race 
 

7  5:30 pm - Newcomer Commi@ee Mee+ng 
 

8 11:00 am - UMW Execu+ve Mee+ng 

 6:00 pm - Mother, Daughter & Friend Banquet 

 6:00 pm - ChildCare Teachers Mee+ng 
 

13 9:30 am - Strawberries, Truffles  

   & Cheesecake Sale  
 

14 5:30 pm - Membership Nurture Mee+ng 
 

15 5:30 pm - ChildCare Board Mee+ng 
 

16 6:15 pm - Student Ministries - Couches 
 

17  NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

 9:30 am - UMW Rebecca Circle 

 1:30 pm - UMW Phoebe Circle 

 6:30 pm - Grief Support Group 
 

20  5:00 pm - Tabitha Circle 
 

23 6:15 pm - Student Ministries - Couches  
 

28 MEMORIAL DAY 

 Building, Office & ChildCare CLOSED 
 

30 6:15 pm  - Student Ministries - Couches 
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May Calendar 

Coming in June 2018 
 
3 Camper “Send-Off” Prayer 
4- 8 Worship Arts Camp  
17 - 22 Camp Adventure - Middle School students 

Walking Area Hours 
Monday - Friday 

8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 

June 4 - 8 
Walking Area will be CLOSED 

Regular Weekly Events 

 

Sundays: 
8:30 am Worship  

9:45 am Sunday School 

11:00 am Worship 

5:00 pm Soul Sisters 

 

Mondays: 
9:00 am  Monday Morning Discussion Group 

6:15 pm Handbell prac+ce 

6:00 pm DivorceCare  

 

Tuesdays: 

9:00 am Bible Study 

6:30 pm Stephen Ministry Mee+ng 

  (2
nd

 & 4
th 

Tuesdays) 

 

Wednesdays: 

11:30 am -  Mid-Week Meal 

     12:30 pm  

2:00 pm In S+tches 

 

Thursdays: 

6:30 pm Choir Prac+ce 

 
 



May Mission Project of the Month 
 
 

Food 4 Friends  

Food 4 Friends (F4F) is a casserole ministry at CCUMC that began in December of 

2012.  F4F’s mission is to deliver a casserole and a loaf of bread to members and 

families when they have a significant life event: birth, surgery, illness, death of a 

family member, an accident, etc.  Two new casserole ministries have branched off 

of F4F: Take Them A Meal and Serving Our Savior (S.O.S.).  The Take Them A Meal 

ministry provides meals when members have extended health/life situa+ons over 

a longer period of +me.  The S.O.S. ministry is an outreach program to support 

friends outside our church family when a need arises and the church receives a 

request.  Thank you to all who con+nue to support these nurturing/outreach  

ministries. 

 

Thanks for your Support!Thanks for your Support!Thanks for your Support!Thanks for your Support!    
 

The Food Pantry collection continues to be a yearly mission project. 
Carts are located on the upper and lower level of church. 

Publica�on Deadlines 

Ar+cles for the CONNECTION are due no later than 12 noon on the deadline date. 

  

The next CONNECTION deadline for news will be May 17, 2018 
 

Bulle�n Informa�on 

is due no later than 12 noon on Wednesday. 

 

Email: 

Bulle+n & Newsle@er informa+on:  office@columbiacityumc.org 

 

CONNECTION Online or by E-Mail 
 

See the latest and past issues of the CONNECTION at 

h@p://www.columbiacityumc.org/page/newsle@er 

 

The CONNECTION can be e-mailed to you.   

E-mail the church office at office@columbiacityumc.org to request it by e-mail. 

 


